
 

 

Ardoch and Blackford Parish Churches 

Sunday 11th April 2021 
Second Sunday in Easter 

In terms of the church year, we remain in The 
Season of Easter until Pentecost. Our readings 
take us through accounts of the resurrection 
experiences as we learn how to respond though 
the words and actions of the eye witnesses. 

This Sunday we share the growing faith of 
Thomas. Is he that different from us?  
As Thomas would say, “I have my doubts.” 

Our opening hymn is one that may well be new to you but picks 
up on the theme of our reading (which is inside as usual.)  
The writer knows he is one of those people Jesus referred to in 
the second half of verse 29. Do you? 

I don't have to see Him, I don't have to touch His hands 
To know that those nails pierced through to save the sinful man 

I don't have to be there, Don't have to roll the stone away 
To know that He rose from the dead to overcome the grave 

 
I know He lives, I know He lives 

Jesus, the lamb, the great I am, I know He lives 
 

Even in my worry even in my darkest hour 
His love is enough to fill me up  and lift me higher 
And when I fail to do right I get down on my knees 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
Saving a wretch like me, ooh 

 
Father, I thank Thee for Your One and only 

From the death on Calvary, from the tomb that is empty 
I know He lives 

Words & Music David Archuleta 

 

We pray together 
Living God, if anything we have ever been told about you is true, you 
are greater than our greatest imagining: more powerful; more 
compassionate; more generous; more just. 



 

 

Whatever we need this morning; or however we come to worship in 
what should be a joyous season of the year, you are big enough to 
understand. If we come in faith or in fear; in joyful certainty or with 
minds full of questions; you are big enough to cope— so long as we 
are honest before you and our prayers are real. You see the bigger 
picture, as we do not, and you are strong enough to hold us, no 
matter what.  

On the days when faith comes easily, when all is light and sunshine 
and hope, you are glad to hear our songs of joyful celebration, even 
though you know, as we do not, that the time may well come when 
our voices crack and our hearts can no longer sing. 

And in the days of darkness and doubt, when the solid ground of faith 
has crumbled beneath our feet, and hope has almost gone, you are 
every bit as glad to hear our questions and our accusations, even 
though you know, as we do not, that the time will come when the 
clouds will lift and our hearts can sing again. 

God of Good Friday and Easter morning, and of all the dark 
Saturdays in-between, we give thanks that there is no part of us you 
do not know, and understand and love. There is no path we have to 
take that you have not already travelled; nowhere we can go that you 
will not be with us. And so we come to worship this morning, on the 
far side of Easter, with the signs of springtime slowly appearing in the 
world around us. And if that is matched with a dawning sense of hope 
and gladness inside us, we bring our thanks and praise as 
generations have before us. But if that is not how it is for us today— 
or at least not quite yet— if there are still more questions than 
answers; if the springtime just makes us feel more lonely in our 
sadness, then we give thanks that here, if nowhere else, we can 
come exactly as we are and bring it all to you. 

Draw near to us, we pray, in the words we hear, in the songs we sing, 
in the quiet places of our hearts, in our meeting with each other, so 
that when we leave this place we will be able to say, each one in our 
own way and our own time, that we have seen the Lord. Amen 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 



 

 

Our reading is John 20:19-31—Jesus appears to his disciples 
19 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you!’ 

20 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 

Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I 
am sending you.’ 

22 
And with that he breathed on them and 

said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 

If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ 

Jesus appears to Thomas 
24 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not 
with the disciples when Jesus came. 

25 
So the other disciples told 

him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ 

But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put 
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.’ 
26 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 

27 
Then he said to 

Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ 
28 

Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
29 

Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.’ 

The purpose of John’s gospel 
30 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not recorded in this book. 

31 
But these are written that you 

may believe
 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 
Our sermon: Doubting Thomas, Growing faith 

Let’s take some time today to look a little closer at Thomas: What do 
you know about Thomas from other parts of the Bible? Can we 
remember what Thomas has said elsewhere in the Gospels or can 
we only remember that one time at the resurrection? If we are going 
to single out this man Thomas and vilify him, then let’s make sure we 
know him and put this “doubting Thomas” character into context 
before we are too quick to judge this man. 



 

 

In John 11:16, Thomas is mentioned by name, shows himself to be a 
disciple who is committed to following Jesus. It is he who encourages 
all of the disciples to go along with Jesus to Jerusalem, if necessary 
to die with him. This is not a coward or an unbeliever: this is a 
courageous disciple.  

He was a disciple with honest questions, as we see in John 14:5. 
Jesus says he is going to prepare a place for his friends. Thomas 
honestly asks, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?”  Thomas is the one who has the honesty and 
integrity to ask Jesus the question that perhaps was in other 
disciples’ minds, but which they didn’t have the courage to voice. And 
because he asked this, it leads to Jesus’ famous reply, “I am the 
Way, and the Truth and the Life. No-one comes to the Father except 
through me.” Would we have heard those words, but for the honest, 
questioning faith of Thomas? Thomas is the kind of guy you would 
just love to have at your Bible study: inquisitive, questioning, 
searching. 

We seem to want to compare Thomas with the other disciples. It’s all 
very well that the others tell him, “We have seen the Lord!” (John 
20:25) But just wait a minute. It isn’t that long since they too doubted. 
Remember when the women returned from the tomb, the male 
disciples didn’t initially cover themselves in glory did they? Why 
believe a woman? They had to run and see for themselves. They 
then had had a personal encounter with the risen Christ, just as Mary 
had in the garden, and just as Thomas is about to have. 

So setting everyone else’s faith against Thomas’ doubts is unfair. He 
just simply hasn’t had the experience of meeting his risen Lord yet 
that they have had. “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put 
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.” (Verse 25) 

Thomas’ willingness to state his question boldly sets the stage for 
another appearance by Jesus, this time for his benefit. John sees this 
next appearance, a week later, as a follow-up by Jesus. Again it is in 
the midst of locked doors because the disciples who are so full of 
enthusiasm about the Resurrection are still nevertheless afraid, so 
this isn’t just for Thomas. This is to bless them all. But in Thomas’ 
case, his devout biblical faith is now stretched and expanded by 
meeting the risen Christ. And often, that is what God wants to do 
through an experience of doubt. It’s not there to destroy our faith, but 
God uses the experience to grow and strengthen our faith. 



 

 

But where and how does Thomas have his doubts expanded into 
greater faith? It’s in a context of fellowship. He is with the other 
disciples this time, and I think that makes such a difference. So by 
Thomas having his experience of the risen Christ in the presence of 
the other disciples there is an assurance here that this is real and 
true and in doing so, I believe, it shows the importance of fellowship 
when we have our doubts. 

Our faith is not solitary; it involves being part of God’s people. So if 
you are facing doubts, I urge you to stay within the fellowship of the 
church, to find it a safe place to ask the hard questions, and to be 
encouraged that in that very place God may well expand and deepen 
your faith as a result. 

The other disciples had to see Jesus alive before believing in the 
resurrection. Thomas wanted that, and more: to touch the wounds. 
And Jesus offers Thomas what he says he wants. I think he just 
wants to know for sure, and he expresses it in this black and white 
manner. 

But when the risen Lord stands in front of him, I’m not sure Thomas 
takes him up on the invitation to touch his hands and his side. Just 
meeting Jesus is enough, and he says to him, “My Lord and my 
God!” (verse 28) ‘My Lord and my God.’ That’s the point to which 
Jesus wanted to get Thomas, and it’s the point where He wants us to 
reach also. Can you sit where you are today and from your very heart 
proclaim Christ as  “My Lord and my God.” 

The confession of the risen Lord at which Thomas arrives through his 
doubts is not just intellectual. It is one that has practical out workings 
for daily living and, indeed, dying. Later followers of Jesus who read 
these words will be those who have come through their doubts that 
they are prepared to make a confession that puts them in opposition 
to the prevailing values of the society in which they live. And perhaps 
this is a major reason why Jesus wants to meet us with our doubts 
and expand our faith – to make us strong in faith to stand against 
some of the major forces at work in our world today so we too can 
stand and proclaim  “My Lord and my God” 

There’s one other context to Thomas that is not mentioned in the 
Bible. There is a strong early tradition of Thomas as the apostle who 
took the Gospel to India. There is even a Christian group in India 
called the Mar Thoma Church, which claims to trace its founding to 
him. If that is the case, then is it not a good thing to give someone the 
space to wrestle with their questions? If, like Thomas, they come 



 

 

through to a deeper faith, who knows what they might achieve in the 
name of the risen Christ. 

Do we have certainty, a certainty with which to face the world? What 
we do have is a certainty that Christ is risen. We have an certainty of 
God’s love. Whatever our doubts may be, the Resurrection means 
that Christ believes in us. And in the light of that, our confession of 
faith in our risen Lord and God can be a rock on which to stand firm 
in the face of a world that is devoted to values vastly different from 
his. Jesus brings us to a confession that may or may not have clarity. 
But at its heart is trust. That, it seems, took Thomas to India, and the 
effects of his faith are still felt today. 

What if we had trust – deep trust – trust in our risen Lord?  Where 
then might the effects of our faith be felt? Amen. 

We pray again 
Easter God, we give thanks, not only for the joyful news of 
resurrection, but also for the different ways in which different people 
came to believe that it was true; that it didn’t come instantly or easily 
to any of them, and for some, like Thomas, it involved questioning 
and defiance, because if it was by some strange chance true, it was 
too important to accept on hearsay.  

We give thanks for all seekers after truth in every realm of human 
enquiry: science, mathematics, astronomy, history, philosophy. 
Thank you for their questions and their lateral thinking; for their 
refusal to accept what other people have told them, or even to trust 
their own theories without evidence to back them up. 

Thank you for their willingness to be proved wrong. We pray for those 
whose search is for less tangible truths: about the meaning of life; 
and the best way to live; and whether or not there is a God; and 
whether God can be known. May they be as rigorous as the best 
scientists in their questioning; as honest about what they do not 
know; as open to admitting that their version of truth may not be the 
whole or the only one.  

We pray for those who, like Thomas, would love to be able to believe 
as others do, but find it hard; those who once believed, but now no 
longer do; those who have been put off believing by the apparent 
certainty of those who seem to have all the answers and do not 
understand their questions; those who see their own doubts as 
failure, and not a necessary part of growth. 

We pray for those for whom faith does come easily; who are not 



 

 

plagued by the kind of questions that Thomas had. May there be no 
fearfulness in their faith, but a generosity of spirit towards those 
whose path is different. And may your church be a place of 
expanding walls and generous hospitality, where all are truly 
welcome, with their faith and their doubts; their anger and their 
sadness and a joy that is all the more real for having been allowed to 
grow and emerge when the time is right. 

Gracious God, we are called to do our living and believing in times 
very different from those first heady days after Easter. Blessed are 
those, Jesus said, who believe without seeing. Grant us that blessing, 
we pray, and may our honest, ever-changing, ever-deepening faith 
be a blessing to others. Amen. 

Our final hymn is 20 years old this year and sung by about 
100,000,000 people across the globe each year! 

In Christ alone my hope is found,  
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This cornerstone, this solid ground  

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness,  

Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of the world by darkness slain: 

Then bursting forth in glorious day. Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
Words and Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend, © 2001 Thankyou Music  

Now go in the faith and trust of our Lord. In the name of the 
Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 



 

 

Now some notices 

Services on the BBC this Sunday 

11.00am BBC1—Reflections at the Quay on the theme of dealing 
with bereavement.  

12:00pm BBC Scotland—The Service A seaside-themed service 
from Burntisland.  

1:15pm BBC1—Songs of Praise from Nottinghamshire  

 

Our service on Sunday 25th April will be coming live from Ardoch 
Parish Church as a celebration of the 240th Anniversary of the 
building opening. If you’d like to attend in person, there are a limited 
number of seats. Phone Charles Robertson (01786 880947) to 
register your interest; there may well be a draw for seats! 

 

The next issue of The Link magazine is due out at the end of April. 
Items should be submitted by Sunday 18th.  

Blackford Parish Church, CCLI Licence Number: 880762  
Ardoch Parish Church, CCLI Licence Numbers:  

8326, 709991,2287040,1028468 
 

Blackford Parish Church Scottish Charity Number SC005594  
Ardoch Parish Church Scottish Charity Number SC000139 
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When I feel the touch  
of  Your hand upon my life, 
It causes me to sing a song  

that I love You, Lord. 

So from deep within,  
my spirit singeth unto Thee, 

You are my King, You are my God,  
and I love You, Lord. 

Words & Music: David Matthew, Keri Jones 
© 1978 Authentic Publishing 
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