
 

 

We gather for worship and to pick up God’s story through 
Joseph which has moved on a lot since last Sunday. The world 
is facing an international crisis, and God has plans to protect 
that family through Joseph. The brothers don’t know it yet, but 
they are in for quite a surprise. What will surprise you in 
worship today? Perhaps the theme of our first hymn from the 
words of Psalm 8; what am I, Lord, that you care for me? 

Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
You’ve set your glory above the heavens. 

The heavens declare the glory of God;  
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Day after day they pour forth speech. 
Night after night his knowledge they show. 

When I consider your heavens,  
the moon and the stars that you’ve set in place 

What is man that you’re mindful of him.  
The son of man that you care for him. 

Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. 
You’ve set your glory above the heavens. 
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Let’s pray together  

Lord, our Lord...how good to know you as Lord. To speak to you as 
Lord; to call on you as Lord; to worship you as Lord. But to do all that 

as OUR Lord? What are we that you are mindful of us, Lord? You 
made all of creation from nothing and yet you turn your ear to us 

today. The skies speak out your glory yet you turn to listen to us call 
on your name. 

We are the pride of your creation, the apple of your eye, the reason 
your son came to die on Calvary, the reason he rose again to sit at 
your side. Lord, we don’t live up to that each day. We let you down, 
not just accidently but wilfully as we put ourselves, our comfort and 

our priorities before yours. Our weakness comes to the fore; our 
sinfulness rises to the surface. Lord accept our confession of guilt, 

our call on you for grace and for mercy, for your love and your 
compassion; the compassion of a loving Father to whom we now 

pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 

 
The reading this morning is from Genesis 45 verses 1-15, and it 
comes after Joseph’s brothers have been to buy grain from 
Egypt. Without recognising Joseph they have bowed before him 
and shown how much they have changed since last week’s 
reading when they sold him as a slave.  

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, 
and he cried out, ‘Make everyone leave my presence!’ So there was 
no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 
And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s 
household heard about it. 

Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph! Is my father still living?’ But 
his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified 
at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come close to me.’ When they 
had done so, he said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold 



 

 

into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God 
sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in 
the land, and for the next five years there will be no ploughing and 
reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me 
father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 
Now hurry back to my father and say to him, “This is what your son 
Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; 
don’t delay. You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me – 
you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all 
you have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine 
are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who 
belong to you will become destitute.” 

You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it 
is really I who am speaking to you. Tell my father about all the honour 
accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And 
bring my father down here quickly.’ 

Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and 
Benjamin embraced him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and 
wept over them. Afterwards his brothers talked with him. 

After reading for us on the website service, Jacqui Crawfurd 
introduced the hymn that she chose, that speaks of her 
confidence in God, in good times and bad. 

I’m not ashamed to own my Lord, or to defend His cause; 
Maintain the honour of His Word, the glory of His cross. 

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 
It was there by faith I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day! 

Jesus, my God! I know His Name, His Name is all my trust; 
Nor will He put my soul to shame, nor let my hope be lost. 

Firm as His throne His promise stands, and He can well secure 
What I’ve committed to His hands ‘til the decisive hour. 

Then will He own my worthless name before His Father’s face, 
And in the new Jerusalem appoint my soul a place. 

 



 

 

Words & Music: Isaac Watts, Public Domain 

Like last week, we use the book 5 Things to Pray in a 
Global Crisis to help us pray positively and powerfully 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This week, with Joseph 
now in government we use the chapter on praying for 
governments and take a few thoughts from Romans 13 
v1-7 to inspire our prayers. Read each section then a few 
moments to turn your thoughts to prayer no matter how 
disjointed or stumbling they may sound to you.  

Established by God: The authorities that exist have been 
established by God (v1)  
A crisis like this shows how important a stable government is. (This 
situation is much worse for those who do not live under one.) The 
Bible teaches that government is a gift from God, for our good. So 
thank him for it; and thank him for our nation’s leaders by name. 
 
Willing submission 
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities (v1)  
While many of us bristle at having our freedoms curtailed, Christians 
should be exemplary in the way that we follow the rules – not 
because we fear a social-media shaming but “as a matter of 
conscience” because it honours God (v5).  
So ask him to help you to submit to our government’s regulations at 
this time; willingly, completely, even joyfully. Then pray that by God’s 
grace, our whole society would submit to authority for the sake of one 
another. 
 
Working for good 
The one in authority is God’s servant for your good. (v4)  
Pray for our government as it seeks to work for the good of our 
nation. Every day there are many hard decisions with no easy 
answers and no guaranteed outcomes. How our leaders need God’s 
wisdom. So ask him to grant it to them. 
 
Limiting wrong: They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to 
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. (v4)  
Pray for the police and other authorities as they seek to enforce 
regulations; ask God to help them to act in a way that is measured 
but effective, so that the vulnerable are protected. More broadly, pray 
that this would not be a time when evil is able to flourish or the weak 
able to be oppressed, but that God would work through human 

https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/5-things-to-pray-in-a-global-crisis
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/5-things-to-pray-in-a-global-crisis


 

 

agents to uphold justice. 
Owed respect: Give to everyone what you owe them… if 
respect, then respect; if honour then honour. (v7)  
Repent of any recent times when you feel you have spoken about 
your leaders in a way that was disrespectful. Ask God to change 
your heart and to guard your mouth. Honour our leaders by praying 
for them by name now. 
 

From Gordon Roy (as Mairi’s on holiday) 

Let me take you back to 1998. What do you remember of 1998? 
Work on the manse kitchen – according to the minutes of the joint 
meeting of elders in November of that year - was nearly finished 
and contact had been made with the Hydro-Board with regard to the 
cutting down of trees which were close to the overhead power lines. 
Donald Dewar was Secretary of State for Scotland and the Scotland 
Act to set up a devolved Scottish Parliament received Royal Assent. 
We were being told that the Y2K bug may make all computers 
malfunction as we moved to a new century. Someone was more 
optimistic for the long-term future of computers and Google was 
founded in 1998. Britain hosted the Eurovision Song contest 
because we had won it the year before.  France won the men’s 
Football World Cup; Scotland qualified for the tournament; that’s 
how long ago 1998 was.  

And with 1998 on the horizon, think of what else had happened in 
your family since then; house moves, weddings, funerals, new 
family members arriving, new jobs, promotions, retirement. 
Holidays, milestones, good times, bad times. 

Well Joseph has missed it all. 22 years of his life have passed since 
we saw him sold into slavery last week. There’s no record of him 
singing “Abide with me” as he was taken away, let alone shouting to 
his brothers, “You mean this for evil but God means it for good!” 
That perspective would take a further 17 years before he could 
voice it in chapter 50. That 17-year-old messenger boy sent to bring 
back a report of how the brothers are doing, is now the 39-year-old 
second-in-command to Pharaoh who has been seeing that the 
brothers are doing OK by selling them food. If you took that chance 
to read through the intervening chapters you may well have done 
the maths too: he was 17 at the start of our readings last week; 30 
when he entered Pharaoh’s service; there had been 7 years of 
good harvests and by now there had been two poor harvests. 



 

 

When had things changed? Had people changed? It’s an interesting 
observation that we pick leaders and make celebrities because of 
their personality or their skill; God is more interested in character. 
Romans 5:3,4 says “we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.” Joseph can certainly 
testify to that; it took years even from telling the cupbearer to put a 
word in for him to Pharaoh, to Joseph telling Pharaoh “I cannot do it, 
but God will!” Not the last time that Joseph will say “but God!” How 
does God fit into our plans? How do we fit into God’s plans? God why 
are you putting me through this? Where is God in all this global 
pandemic? Don’t look to see what he’s up to in the world with all this 
while we continue to repeat “they kingdom come, thy will be done,” 
and then go off and do our own will. Joseph has been changed by 
recognising God’s call on his life; will we? Were the brothers? 

That’s what Joseph has been up to during the brothers visits in 
chapters 42, 43 & 44. Now he’s seen and heard the evidence he 
needs and it has broken him. Just as Mairi addressed the start of the 
reading of the feeding of the 5,000 to get the background, we miss 
something if we don’t look at why Joseph could contain himself no 
longer. 

The change is personified in Judah; Judah the firstborn son who saw 
the chance to make some money out of Joseph and sold him on to 
Ishmaelite traders. Now he cannot see his Father’s heart broken 
again if they were not to take Benjamin home. Judah the brother and 
tribe of Israel through whom Jesus would trace his ancestry. Judah 
takes on a Christ-like role here as “every Bible story whispers the 
name of Jesus.” 

In Chapter 44 Judah pleads for his brother’s release and his father’s 
life. “If we return home without Benjamin and my father sees that the 
boy isn’t there, he will die.” He speaks out to Joseph on behalf of 
Jacob; he intercedes to use a word with both legal and theological 
significance. Jesus does that for us now; he intercedes; we go 
directly to the Father through him.  He takes our stumbling words and 
thoughts and presents them to his Father and our Father. He’s on our 
side. He’s making the introductions and representing us to God who 
already loves us. God answers our prayers – our intercessions – with 
what we would ask for if we knew all that he knows. And Joseph is 
about to respond to the intercession of Judah. 

But first, Judah shows his love for his father in a more remarkable 
way; he points forward to Jesus as he offers to give his live so that 



 

 

Benjamin may go free. He offers himself as a substitute as Jesus did 
on the cross. Unlike Judah, Jesus did die to save his people. Neither 
Judah nor Joseph will die to safe their people but Christ did go to the 
cross as our substitute. 

Now Joseph is convinced and he can no longer control himself; he 
clears the room of all the Egyptians and welcomes his brothers to 
their new life as his guests in a land he has prepared for them. 
There’s more than they could have asked for or imagined as they are 
to settle in the land of Goshen. Can you see how much it will mean 
for Christ to welcome his family into the kingdom of God, into an 
eternity with the Father, into a life lived now in all its fulness because 
its lived with Christ.  

Are we broken by the intercession and substitution of Christ for us? 
Are we confident of his welcome now and in eternity because we 
have bowed to acknowledge him as Saviour and Lord? As Joseph 
says in verses 9-11 “God has made me Lord of all Egypt, come and 
live with me, don’t delay otherwise you will be left destitute” so Christ 
says, “God has made me Lord of all creation, come and live with me, 
don’t delay or you will be left outside when I come to reign and you 
are left outside, destitute banging on the door. (Matthew 25:1-13)
Don’t let that happen.  

Allow your self to be broken by the substitution and intercession of 
Christ and accept his invitation to live your live with him as Lord and 
saviour, confident of this life and the life to come. 

Amen 

Our final hymn was written perhaps 100 years ago and picks up 
the themes of Christ interceding for us and offering himself as a 
substitute for us. It’s a hymn of personal testimony, like Jacqui’s 
choice earlier: 

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea 
A great High Priest whose name is love  

Who ever lives and pleads for me 
My name is graven on His hands My name is written on His heart 

I know that while in heav'n He stands No tongue can bid me to depart 
 

When Satan tempts me to despair And tells me of the guilt within 
Upward I look and see Him there Who made an end of all my sin 
Because the sinless Saviour died My sinful soul is counted free 

For God the Just is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me. 



 

 

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb  
My perfect, spotless Righteousness  

The great unchangeable I AM The King of glory and of grace 
One with my Lord, I cannot die My soul is purchased by His blood 

My life is hid with Christ on high With Christ my Saviour and my God 

Words & Music Charitie Lees Bancroft  (Public Domain 

Now go to live and serve in the Kingdom of God and may the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God our heavenly 
father, and the fellowship of the indwelling Holy Spirit be yours 

and mine today and each day. Amen. 

 

Mairi will be back from holiday on Monday and will be leading the 
services on the 23rd and 30th of August. These can be found on the 
Ardoch Church Website (below) with links from the Blackford site. 

Both congregations plan to open their buildings for worship on 
Sunday 6th September. Blackford Kirk Session will confirm that 
decision in the light of Scottish Government legislation on Monday 
31st August. Elders will visit members thereafter with guidance on 
coming to church in the new circumstances. 

We are aware that this may not mean everyone able to join us 
because of their own circumstances and restrictions at the time, and 
we want everyone to be able to respond to the word of God in 
worship in some way.  

The Ardoch Parish Church building is open for Private Prayer on 
Wednesdays 10.00am to 12 noon and Sundays 2.00 pm until 
4.00pm. To comply with current Covid 19 guidelines, you are advised 
that face coverings must be worn.  

Offerings can be made through the Blackford Church letter box, the 
Ardoch Treasurer's letter box or the Church of Scotland website. 
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