
 

 

Many things are different about this Sunday’s service 
outline which shares some of the Bible teaching and 

stories from the Ardoch Holiday Club.  
We start on familiar ground with prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 

 

Drawing from this week’s Holiday Club , we have three Bible 
readings from Matthew’s Gospel. First from chapter 4:18-22 
where Jesus calls His first disciples 
18 

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were 

casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. 

19 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I 

will send you out to fish for people.” 
20 

At once they 
left their nets and followed him. 
21 

Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 
were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing 
their nets. Jesus called them, 

22 
and immediately 

they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
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From Matthew 7:24-29 where Jesus teaches 
through the parable of The wise and foolish 
builders 
24 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. 

25 
The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because 
it had its foundation on the rock. 

26 
But everyone 

who hears these words of mine and does not put 
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand. 

27 
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
28 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were 
amazed at his teaching, 

29 
because he taught as one who had 

authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

And Matthew 14:13-21 where Jesus feeds the five thousand 
13 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat 
privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him 
on foot from the towns. 

14 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, 

he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
15 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This 
is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds 
away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 
16 

Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them 
something to eat.” 
17 

“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they 
answered. 
18 

“Bring them here to me,” he said. 
19 

And he 
directed the people to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking 
up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and 
the disciples gave them to the people. 

20 
They all 

ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. 

21 
The number of those who ate was about 

five thousand men, besides women and children. 



 

 

Our first hymn picks up on our first reading as Jesus calls his 
first disciples from their work on their fishing nets. 

When Jesus saw the fishermen In boats upon the sea,  
He called to them ‘Come, leave your nets and follow, follow me’.  

They followed where he healed the sick And gave the hungry bread,  
And others joined them as they went Wherever Jesus led.  

And now his friends are everywhere; The circle once so small  
Extends around the whole wide world, For Jesus calls us all.  

In this great circle we belong, Wherever we may be,  
If we will answer when he calls, ‘Come, follow, follow me’.  
Words: Edith Agnew  © 1953 Westminster John Knox Press  

 

We approach God in prayer 

Creator God, we come together as witnesses to your glory, as 
bearers of your good news, as hopeful children, as loving friends, as 
a community seeking your wisdom. In a world of frustration and pain 
we look to your guiding hand for support and strength, for succour 
and healing. Direct us and lead us as we walk through this life 
attempting to live in the way to which you have called us.  

Forgiving God, redeemer and companion, we gather together, 
hopefully and sorrowfully, comfortable and uncomfortable, carefree 
and troubled, to confess our love, to confess our adoration, to 
confess our failings, to confess that we try, to confess that we are 
greedy to confess that we are generous, to confess that we are 
selfish, and to confess that we are caring. 

Through we live in a world where anger and hurt are commonplace, 
where neighbour is set against neighbour and the future is uncertain 
we look to your guiding hand, for reassurance and understanding, for 
hope and for joy, as we walk through this life, attempting to live in the 
way to which you have called us. Amen. 

 

 

Our second song uses the 
Proclaimers’ 500 miles tune to 

retell the account of the feeding 
of the 5,000 



 

 

When they went out, well they went to hear the Lord  
As the day went on the crowd just grew and grew  
When they went out, there were 5000 hungry men  

And lots of hungry women and children too  
So then Peter, well he went up to the Lord And said,  

"These folks are hungry, but we have no food"  
But you know what? They were just about to see  
About to see the mighty things that God can do  

Then Jesus fed five thousand men  
With women and kids, there were thousands more  

Yes he's the one who fed five thousand men  
With five loaves, two fish and that's all  

So they went out, just to see if anyone  
If anyone had thought to carry any food  
All they found out, was a single little boy  

One single boy who had some loaves and fishes too  
Then they brought him Yes they brought him to the Lord  
And probably wondered what that small amount could do  

But he took out, he took out his little lunch And said, 
"It isn't much, but I'll give it to you"  

Then Jesus fed five thousand men  
With women and kids, there were thousands more  

Yes he's the one who fed five thousand men  
With five loaves, two fish and that's all 

Ba da ba (ba da ba) Ba da ba (ba da ba) (repeat)  

So they fed them, everybody ate their fill T 
here were 12 baskets left over When they're through  

Jesus fed them, all because one little boy  
Gave his all, although he only had a few  

When I go out, (when I go out) Well I know I wanna be  
I'm wanna be a man who follows what is true  

I'm gonna give all, (gonna give all) Gonna give all to the Lord  
And then I'll see the mighty things that God can do  

I'm wanna see what God can do, Now how 'bout you? ' 

Cause Jesus fed five thousand men  
With women and kids, there were thousands more  

Yes he's the one who fed five thousand men  
With five loaves, two fish and that's all  

New words: Mark Bradford, Christian Parody Music 



 

 

The Ardoch Holiday Club made use of material written this year by 
staff and volunteers at Scripture Union Scotland. Aware of likely 
restrictions, the material was planned to be delivered entirely out of 
doors which is how things were done this week.  

During the course of the week, as noted in last week’s order of 
service, they looked at Jesus through these five events from his life 

Monday: Jesus calls the disciples  Matthew 4 Jesus calls 

Tuesday The wise and foolish builders Matthew 7 Jesus guides 

Wednesday Jesus calms the storm Matthew 8 Jesus cares 

Thursday The feeding of the 5,000 Matthew 14 Jesus provides 

Friday Zacchaeus Luke 19 Jesus’ friendship 

Matthew wrote most of his Gospel from an eye-witness perspective; 
he was one of those who heard Jesus say, “Follow me” and did 
exactly that. You can read it in Matthew 9:9-13 which means that he 
must have missed the first few months (at least) of Jesus’ public 
ministry 

I wonder if he felt a bit like many of you who are reading this at home. 
You are missing the actual gathering of people hearing what Jesus 
had to say. He’d ask, like you, “who else was there? what was 
actually said?” “I wish I’d been there!” 

He must have done a good job with his questions—and the early 
disciples had remembered a lot—because Matthew gives us the 
most complete account of Jesús’ teaching at the Sermon on the 
Mount which finishes with the parable of the two builders that you 
read from chapter 7.  

Matthew appears to have always been keen for people to hear what 
Jesus had to say. If you did find a Bible to read his calling from 
chapter 9, you’d have seen that, like Zacchaeus, Jesus came to eat 
with him after their conversation and many more of this fellow tax 
collectors joined them to hear the life changing words of Jesus. 



 

 

Having found a friend in Jesus, they both wanted to share that friend 
with others. Matthew had learned the significance of the call to early 
disciples which was for him—and us—as well. We read in our first 
reading of Jesus saying “Follow me and I will send you...” 

There’s no point in just listening to, or reading, what Jesus says, 
commending it for its style and content but then doing nothing with it. 
We may as well build our house on a sandy river bed. Instead Jesus 
said,, “everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man.”  

How will we do that this week? 

By looking to take the path that he would take through challenges, 
joys and frustrations? By telling others what we have learned? By 
looking to find out more as Matthew did? By going fishing for people? 

God bless you this week as we follow Jesus together. 

 

We take time to pray for others 

Loving God, we come before you in humility, seeking wisdom, bathed 
in your eternal gift of love. We pray for our world, this past year has 
brought great pain to so many people in every part of the world, 
alongside disease, the problems of injustice, greed and inequality 
continue unabated, the issues that we face seem insurmountable, but 
we pray for the confidence to answer the call for us to not only be 
witnesses but to be activists for love and justice. 

We pray for this country, as it continues to struggle to find its way 
through its health problems, as well as the many other political and 
social problems that continue to plague the lives of the poorest and 
most marginalised, help us to care more, give more, and love more, 
and we pray for our leaders, that they will work for the betterment of 
all peoples and do what is right, not what is politically convenient. 

We pray for your church, worldwide and here in Scotland, as we 
continue to work for your kingdom help us to make decisions and to 
act for the good of your church, your mission, and all your people. We 
pray for ourselves and our community, whether gathered in a 
building, online or reading this at home, as well as all those living in 
this parish, that they will know peace and security, that they will know 
the true and radical love of God and God’s people, help us to live out 
this gift today and every day. Amen. 



 

 

Our final hymn was written to go with this irregular American 
cowboy melody, derived from Irish folk melody  

The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 
knowing they're wanted and loved by their Lord. 

The Church is wherever Christ's followers are trying 
to live and to share out the good news of God. 

The Church is wherever God's people are loving, 
where all are forgiven and start once again, 

where all are accepted, whatever their background, 
whatever their past and whatever their pain. 

The Church is wherever God's people are seeking 
to reach out and touch folk wherever they are -- 

conveying the Gospel, its joy and its comfort, 
to challenge, refresh, and excite and inspire. 

The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 
knowing we're wanted and loved by our Lord. 

The Church is where we as Christ's followers are trying 
to live and to share out the good news of God. 

 

May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, meet and bless you in 
your deepest need this week and encourage you to go to others 
with the same message of hope, healing and salvation. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

Now, some notices! 

Mairi is on holiday for the next two weeks. In the first instance please 
call your elder or Session Clerk as required. Gordon Roy will be 
leading our services on the 1st and 8th of August.  

Blackford’s Holiday Club will start on Monday 9th August. Bookings 
for those who have been in P1 to P7 or for secondary pupils wanting 
to help, can be made through the Holiday Club page of the Blackford 
Church website.  

7:30am Radio Scotland New every Sunday An act of worship led 
again by Fiona Stewart, the writer who runs the Foolproof Christian 
Arts charity.  

8:10am Radio 4 Sunday worship The theme of the Keswick 
Convention this year is 'Faithful.' Preacher Alasdair Paine (vicar of St 
Andrew the Great, Cambridge) preaches on Psalm 78 in the 
Convention's new venue.  

1:15pm BBC2 Songs of Praise The Rev Kate Bottley joins a family 
discovering the Catholic history of Boscobel House in Shropshire, 
and we revisit Frank Skinner’s conversation about prayer with Sean 
Fletcher.  
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