
 

 

Join by phone: 
1. When you phone the number 0131 460 1196, you will be asked to 
enter the meeting ID (812 8639 8284) followed by the hash key (#). 

2. Next you will be asked for a participant ID, but you can bypass this by 
hitting the hash key (#) again. 

3. Finally, you are asked to enter the password followed by the hash key 
again. Our services have no password. 

Or join on line: 
· Click on this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81286398284 

· Or go to www.zoom.us and click on “join a meeting” near the top of 
your screen. Enter this meeting ID 812 8639 8284 and press “enter” 

The link is live all the time and you’ll know you’ve arrived because it will 
say “Ardoch & Blackford Worship service.” 

We’ll “open the doors” from 10:30 so come and join the chat. 

We gather to worship God, to read his word and to respond to his 
word. To prepare ourselves for worship John Duncan will sing this 
verse then play an instrumental verse. 

Focus my eyes on You, O Lord, Focus my eyes on You; 
To worship in spirit and in truth, Focus my eyes on You. 

Words and Music Ian White © 1988 Little Misty Music   

With Mairi on holiday, this week’s service is led by Gordon Roy. 
After a welcome from him, Sandy Marshall leads this hymn.  

Ardoch and Blackford Parish Churches  

11am, Sunday 9th August 2020 (Live on Zoom) 



 

 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy one is here. 
Come bow, before him now, with reverence and fear. 

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy one is here 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light, 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place. 

Words and Music: David J. Evans, © 1986 Thankyou Music  
 

We pray together. 
Lord God, in the stillness of pausing for this service, we are in your 
presence; recognising that you are glorious, that you are powerful and 
that you move in this place. Whether were are in our kitchen or living 
room, our study or bedroom, an attic or a garden, as we engage on 
Zoom or through reading a printed order of service, we are not 
spectators but worshippers, not viewers of screens but visitors to your 
house; not being an audience but being granted an audience with the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords.  

And so, with reverence and fear we look at the awesome sight of the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords. We check our posture before you 
and boldly focus our eyes on you, our mind on you, our will on you. 
Aware of your power and your grace we place ourselves in your hands 
to hold us, to mould us, to stretch us, to heal us, to forgive us. 

As you come to minister grace, we lift up the young people and families 
of our communities who return to school this week. We prayer for the 
headteachers, teachers and school staff of our villages whose wisdom 
and understanding needs to be topped up by yours as they deal with 
pressures from all directions. In the busy-ness of this week may all find 
moments to be still; may they find you. Father, may we find you walking 
with us this week, during this service and as we pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 



 

 

The first reading this morning is from Genesis 37 v 1-4 & 18-36. 

Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 
This is the account of Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young man of 
seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah 
and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a 
bad report about them. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his 
other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he 
made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a 
kind word to him. But they saw him in the distance, and before he 
reached them, they plotted to kill him. 

‘Here comes that dreamer!’ they said to each other. ‘Come now, let’s kill 
him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious 
animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.’ When 
Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. ‘Let’s not 
take his life,’ he said. Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern 
here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.’ Reuben said this to 
rescue him from them and take him back to his father. So when Joseph 
came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe – the ornate robe he 
was wearing—and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The 
cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 

As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, 
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 
Judah said to his brothers, ‘What will we gain if we kill our brother and 
cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay 
our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.’ 
His brothers agreed. So when the Midianite merchants came by, his 
brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty 
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. When 
Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he 
tore his clothes. He went back to his brothers and said, ‘The boy isn’t 
there! Where can I turn now?’ 

Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in 
the blood. They took the ornate robe back to their father and said, ‘We 
found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.’ 

He recognised it and said, ‘It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal 
has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.’ 

Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son 
many days. All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he 
refused to be comforted. ‘No,’ he said, ‘I will continue to mourn until I join 
my son in the grave.’ So his father wept for him. 



 

 

Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of 
Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard. 

After reading this passage for us in our live service, Liz Paterson 
introduces this hymn which she chose. John Duncan leads us from 
the keyboard.  

God of freedom, God of justice, God whose love is strong as death, 
Christ who saw the dark of prison, Christ who knew the price of faith  
touch our world of sad oppression with your Spirit's healing breath. 

Rid the earth of torture's terror, you whose hands were nailed to wood; 
hear the cries of pain and protest, you who shed the tears & blood 

move in us the power of pity restless for the common good. 

Make in us a captive conscience quick to hear, to act, to plead; make us 
truly sisters, brothers of whatever race or creed; 

teach us to be fully human, open to each other's needs. 

Words by Shirley Erena Murray © 1992 

 

We’ll take time to pray together using this book and the 
chapter “Praying for confidence when I am confused” to 
help stimulate our thoughts and prayers. 

In the times that we live we can easily be confused, and 
Joseph must have felt that too. The bold text is from 
Isaiah chapter 55 1-13 which inspires our prayers. After 
reading each section allow your thoughts and prayers to 
be inspired by God and what we’ve read. 

Generous: Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters come 
buy and eat (v1)  
In the face of all that we don’t know, it’s wise to keep coming back to 
what we do know: God is good. Thank him for his generosity, 
demonstrated most clearly in the gift of his Son, who declared, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.” Praise him! 
 
Merciful: Let the wicked turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
them. (v7)  
All is not right in the world because all is not right with people; we have 
collectively turned away from our creator and are all living with the 
consequences of a world broken by sin. So confess your sins and 
acknowledge the brokenness of your society. Rejoice in God’s mercy to 
you and ask him to extend his mercy to our nation and to our 
neighbours. 

https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/5-things-to-pray-in-a-global-crisis


 

 

Higher: As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts (v9)  
Admit to God the truth of this verse; he doesn’t run the world in the way 
that you would, and that is a good thing. Tell him about the doubts 
you’re struggling with, and ask him to help you trust him with them. 
 
Purposeful: My word will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and will achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it (v9)  
We may not know exactly what God is doing through this crisis, but we 
can be confident that he is doing something. Where have you seen his 
word bear fruit in the midst of it in the lives of his people or those who 
are not-yet Christians? Praise God for this evidence of his word at work 
and ask him for the privilege of seeing more. 
 
Eternally glorious: You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace. 
This will be for the Lord’s renown that will endure forever (vv12-13)  
Praise God that he has promised you an eternal future of joy and peace. 
Ask for his help to hold on to that hope in the midst of your doubts. And 
pray that throughout this crisis, your greatest longing would be not to 
know all the answers but for God to be glorified. 
 

We’ll turn to YouTube for this hymn and a slightly different version 
that we’ll sign together. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. Make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious to you The Lord turn his face toward you 

And give you peace 

We pray a blessing, manna reign down from heaven 
This isn’t second guessing we know that we are protected 

May the peace that surpasses all understanding be our message 
Grace and favour is in your nature, in your essence 

May His favour be upon you and a thousand generations 
Your family and your children and their children, and their children. 

May His presence go before you and behind you, and beside you 
All around you, and within you he is with you, He is with you 

In the morning, in the evening in your coming, and your going 
In your weeping, and rejoicing He is for you, He is for you 

Words & music: Chris Brown, Cody Carnes, Kari Jobe, Steven Furtick  

© 2020 Capitol CMG Paragon, Writer's Roof Publishing, Music by Elevation 
Worship Publishing, Kari Jobe Carnes Music, Worship Together Music  



 

 

Our reflection from Gordon 

How’s the family? It’s the question we ask an old acquaintance when we 
can’t actually remember what family they have. 

Well this family is a mess! We’re just a few generations down from 
“Father Abraham” but mistakes keep getting repeated; jealousy and 
treachery abound and this most dysfunctional of families must give us all 
hope to never be beyond the grace and purpose of God; whatever else 
holds us back in the family of God, don’t claim that family circumstances 
were against you.  

Over the previous chapters we would have seen Jacob the favourite son 
of his mother Rebecca, trick his brother Esau the favourite son of his 
father, Isaac. He’s run off to work for his uncle Laban and is tricked into 
marrying the wrong sister, Leah, rather than the bride he really wanted, 
Rachel. Those sisters then competed for the love of Jacob by producing 
13 children between them and their maidservants. So we arrive at 
chapter 35and the last Old Testament mention of “these are the 
generations of” as we sang earlier. The next time the Bible uses that 
phrase will be in Matthew chapter 1 and it’s the generations of Jesus 
that come all the way back to this troubled family.  

There’s no biblical word for Technicolour, but the long flowing sleeves of 
verse 3 show that this 17-year-old was not expected to undertake 
manual labour. We’ve dodged reading the dreams sequence of the 
chapter but the pattern is clear that Joseph cannot keep his mouth shut 
for his own good; he tells the brothers that they’ll bow down to him and 
everyone knows he’ll tell Jacob what his brothers are up to; Jacob even 
sends him off on a scouting trip to find them and bring back a report. 

By the time the dreamer was coming over the horizon, the schemers are 
ready for him. They’re not actually scheming of the same hymn sheet. 
Rueben seems to be happy with a bit of roughing up; as the first born he 
should be honouring his father but there’s already a significant, 
unresolved issue between them from chapter 35 and verse 22, perhaps 
he is trying to work that out but he doesn’t speak up quickly enough; 
Simeon and Levi, the next in line, have put the family at risk at Shechem 
for how they tried to resolve a family matter with brute force in chapter 
34 so the way is open for the mercenary approach of Judah to win 
through; let’s not kill him when we can make some money out of him.  

It’s a very 21st century approach where there are no absolutes; nothing 
(apparently) is fully right or wrong and as long as you’ve not done the 
worst thing, that’s good enough; that relatively good. Good enough to be 
beyond society’s challenge, good enough for your own conscience so, 
let’s hope, good enough for God. But God doesn’t work in relative terms. 
He’s not encouraging us to be better than average and therefore cross 



 

 

the line ahead of the peloton or even in the peloton (the main group in a 
bike race) and you’ll be fine. The Bible says that we have all sinned and 
come short of the kingdom of God. Let’s not commend Reuben for 
saving Joseph’s life to teach him a lesson; or comment Judah for 
decision to sell him rather than kill him, and let’s not commend ourselves 
for keeping quiet or sitting on our hands rather than shouting words of 
hate and injustice to fit with the crowd; and let’s not commend ourselves 
for doing something for the financial gain of ourselves or our families 
rather than more overtly oppressing the poor and the needy. 

Judah will have changed when we see him next week; Joseph will have 
changed. Will we have changed when we gather on a website service 
next week? Will we have taken our arrogance of Joseph to God and 
asked him to deal with it? Will be have taken our divisive, relationship 
splitting partiality of Jacob to God and repented of it? Will we have taken 
our jealous double standards of the brothers and honestly laid ourselves 
before God for his transforming forgiveness? 

The concept behind the Jesus Storybook Bible is that every story 
whispers his name; it points to Jesus. What whispers are we hearing 
here? A man loved by his father and rejected by his family; sold for a 
couple of dozen pieces of silver; taken down into Egypt; ultimately 
providing salvation to the people of Israel…but now we’re onto next 
week’s passage.  

It seems incredible to try and do the story of Joseph in two services; the 
Pyramid Rescue Holiday Club takes five sessions; Tim Rice and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber took 2 hours for their stage show. It’s probably more like 
one hour to read from the start of Joseph’s story in Genesis 29 through 
to where we pick it up again next Sunday at the start of Genesis 45. It 
will make such a difference to how we understand what’s going on if 
we’ve been able to read it for ourselves or used a site like Bible 
Gateway to listen to it at home, on our phones as we travel or exercise 
or sit quietly to take it in as a great story and as the Word of God. Please 
do take the chance to hear God speak during the week. 

Amen. 

We return to the Bible for a summary of what will happen before we 
return next week; here’s what Psalm 105 vv 16-22 has to say. 

God called down famine on the land and destroyed all their supplies of 
food; And he sent a man before them – Joseph, sold as a slave. 
They bruised his feet with shackles, his neck was put in irons, till what 
he foretold came to pass, till the word of the Lord proved him true. The 
king sent and released him, the ruler of peoples set him free.  He made 
him master of his household, ruler over all he possessed, to instruct his 
princes as he pleased and teach his elders wisdom.  



 

 

Our final hymn could reflect the life of Joseph or of us today. 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide 
The darkness deepens Lord, with me abide 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me 

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away 

Change and decay in all around I see 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

I need Thy presence every passing hour: 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me.  

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness 

Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies 

Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me 

Words & Music: Henry Francis Lyte, William Henry Monk  (Public Domain)  

 

Now go to experience the presence of God in this world and in our 
lives this week. And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be ours today and each day. Amen. 
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We’re back onto recorded services for the rest of the month  
and planning to have both buildings open for worship from  

Sunday 6th September 
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