
 

 

Just before Jesus ascended to heaven (as we’ll hear in this 
morning’s reading) Jesus told his disciples to work “in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—a clear reference to 

the Trinity (God in three Persons) that we celebrate this 
morning as Trinity Sunday. 

The disciples were told that day, as we are told now to “go into 
all the world…” so we begin this morning with George Herbert’s 

hymn, “Let all the world, in every corner sing, my God and 
King.” 

 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, "My God and King!" 
The heav'ns are not too high, God's praise may thither fly; 

the earth is not too low, God's praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, "My God and King!" 

 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, "My God and King!" 
The church with psalms must shout:  

no door can keep them out. 
But, more than all, the heart must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in ev'ery corner sing, "My God and King!" 

Words: George Herbert, Public Domain 
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Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

God of all wisdom, revealed in scripture and sacrament, nature 
and nuanced learning, we are your pupils today and every day; 

disciples like those who followed Christ in the early days of 
ministry. Though we live in completely different times, in a world 

that would be unrecognisable to Bible-era people, still your 
teachings speak in this century too, and still, if we learn from 

you, we learn to be better versions of ourselves. 

And so we ask for your wisdom to be our wisdom, your 
teachings to teach us your ways, your example to be seen in the 

example we set in our daily living. 

Of course, Father of us all, we have much to learn. Forgive our 
falling and lift us up ready to learn from our mistakes. 

Of course, Rabbi Christ, we have still not comprehended all that 
you taught. We confess our slowness to hear and heed. 

Of course, guiding Spirit, we too often mistake your voice for our 
own. Have mercy and help us to listen more intently for you. 

God of Trinity, aid us in our learning this Trinity Sunday, every 
Sunday, every day. Amen. 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen 

 

Our Bible reading this morning is read by Emily Sinclair.  
As the current Blackford Gala Queen, she maintains this 
tradition going back to the first Blackford Gala Queen, Karen 
McCallum in 1977. She will be reading from Matthew 28 vv 16-
20. Hear the Word of God.  



 

 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them 
and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.’ Amen. 

 

Emily chose this Fishy Music song for the next item in our 
service. It’s a favourite at school assemblies and fits well 
with commissioning to be disciples and Make a Difference.  

 
(Chorus) 

I can make a difference You can make a difference 
We can make a difference In this world of ours. 

 
I’ve got the power – to do a little good 

I’ve got the power – to change my attitude 
I’ve got the power – to say if I don’t agree 

I’ve got the power – to dream what I’d like to be 
 

You’ve got the power – to go the extra mile 
You’ve got the power – to listen for a while 

You’ve got the power – to give a helping hand 
You’ve got the power – to try and understand 

 
We’ve got the power – to choose between right and wrong 

We’ve got the power – to join in this song 
We’ve got the power – to show a little grace 

We’ve got the power – to make this a better place 
 

Words and Music Suzanne Butler, © 2006 Fischy Music    

 

 



 

 

This reflection called Disciples, is taken from Spill the 
Beans, and imagines the disciples talking over the events 
and implications of today’s reading. In the online service 
11 different members of our congregations red parts of 
this script. 

‘Disciples’, that’s what we were called: learners, beginners, 
pupils, trainees. Jesus had called twelve of us to be disciples, 
to travel with him, to listen to him, watch him, learn from him. 

We were an odd mixture of people; different occupations, 
different temperaments, different ideas about the world, about 
each other, about God. But he had taught us well, we had 
learnt to trust God to give us hands to heal and words to say. 
Despite a few fierce arguments we had mostly learnt to work 
together, to trust each other, to listen and to pray. 

And now, at his bidding, we were back in Galilee, at the top of 
a mountain. Eleven of us now, for Judas had gone his own 
way. Mountains are special places in our history: Noah high 
and dry on Ararat, Moses on Sinai, and Jesus had often taught 
us and many others sitting down on a mountainside. 

Jesus had recently been crucified and buried in a tomb, and 
now he was alive again, people had seen him, spoken with 
him, and now he was here with us on this mountain. We met 
him there as individuals, because, although we were all his 
disciples, we were still very different people. 

Some of us wanted to worship him, others had doubts and 
questions about what had happened to him, and who he was. 
And he spoke with us, and he told us that it was time for us to 
go and teach people all about him. It was time for us to call 
people to be learners and pupils and trainees, to call people 
everywhere to be disciples. 

We were to baptise them in the name of God the Father, and 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit. We were to teach them, as we had 
been taught, to love God with everything they had, heart, mind, 
body, soul, and spirit, and to love their neighbours as 
themselves. 



 

 

Those were the last things that Jesus said to us on the 
mountain. Challenging things, commissioning things, words 
spoken with authority, and then he said to us, there was 
something we needed to remember, and I always have. These 
were his last words, they have always helped me and blessed 
me and I share them now with you. Jesus said; “Remember, I 
am always with you, to the end of time.” 

 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves 

This world can make us doubt, God. When we see the 
starving child or the homeless man, when we imagine the 

plight of the abused women or the fleeing refugee this world 
can make us doubt, Lord. 

This world can make us tired, Lord. When news is 24/7 of 
plight and pain and poverty, when leaders say and do what 
we’d reprimand our children for, when the needs keep on 

coming and the challenges keep on challenging. 

This world can make us tired, Lord. What can this world make 
us learn, Lord? When there are naked to be clothed, 

imprisoned who should be free, when there are thirsty needing 
water, what can this world make us learn, Lord? 

This world can make us love, Lord! When the outcast is left 
isolated, when the infirm are forgotten, when the anxious are 

misunderstood, this world can make us love, Lord. 

Teach us then Father, Son, Spirit. Teach us all to go!  
To preach the Good News. To be the Good News. 

With love, with courage, in service. Amen. 

We also dedicate our offerings that many continue to make by 
standing order, new online payments or in envelopes through 

the door of the Blackford Church or the Ardoch Treasurer. 

Heavenly Father, you have given us riches beyond measure. 

We can only return a fraction of what we owe you; but we ask, 
Lord, that you will bless our offerings and help us to use them 

wisely in your service and for your glory. Amen 



 

 

By way of a sermon or reflection this morning, Mairi and 
Gordon chatted over some of what’s in the Great 
Commission that we have read together. They note points 
such as. 

Jesus’ return to heaven “opened the door,” for the Holy Spirit to 
come to earth: Jesus with a human body could only be in one 
place at a time. The Holy Spirit is present throughout the world. 

It’s more than a promise to have the Spirit with us; it’s a 
commissioning. We use that word in different ways. 

• Ministers are commissioned to do ministry. 

• Buildings or heating systems are commissioned when the 
power is switched on and it is set to work. 

• Pupils and students are commissioned as they graduate or 
are sent out to the world. 

• Artists are commissioned to complete particular tasks. 

Are we able to take on that task for God? Do we have doubts? 
So did some of the disciples yet Jesus commissioned them too. 
Check the passage. 

Were their doubts about Jesus? About themselves? About 
those around them? Where are our doubts? Whatever they are, 
God takes us with our doubts and equips us for service. 

That may not seem easy or comfortable to follow Jesus and fulfil 
our commission, just as trying to write with the wrong hand 
doesn’t come naturally. Jesus calls us to follow him and it will 
become more natural as we stay close to him. 

The world—our community—is waiting for us to Go and Make a 
Difference as Disciples of Jesus.  

Will we take up our Commission? 

 

Our final hymn talks of Jesus being in our streets engaging 
with what’s going on; he’s calling us to join him there in 

our local community.  



 

 

Jesus Christ is waiting, Waiting in the streets; 
No one is his neighbour, All alone he eats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 
Make me, friend or stranger, Fit to wait on you 

Jesus Christ is raging, Raging in the streets, 
Where injustice spirals And real hope retreats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too. 
In the Kingdom’s causes Let me rage with you. 

Jesus Christ is healing, Healing in the streets; 
Curing those who suffer, Touching those he greets. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too. 
Let my care be active, Healing just like you. 

Jesus Christ is dancing, Dancing in the streets, 
Where each sign of hatred He, with love, defeats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too. 
Where good conquers evil Let me dance with you. 

Jesus Christ is calling, Calling in the streets, 
”Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.” 

Listen, Lord Jesus, Let my fears be few. 
Walk one step before me; I will follow you. 

Words and Music Graham Maule, John L. Bell   
©1988  WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow  

 

The Benediction and Blessing 
Go with God’s blessing 

to be disciples, and to make disciples. 
Not knowing all the answers, 

not promising to give all the answers; 
but content to know, and confirm to others, that God is present, 

in all the mix of certainty and doubt that is human life. 
 

Now go with the Spirit. In the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 

 

Since the start of lockdown, Christians from across the 
country have been continuing to answer the call to pray at 

the same time each week,  7pm on a Sunday evening. 

God whose name is Love, You make yourself known to us as 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Sustain us in the knowledge 

of your love through the times in which we live. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

God whose love endures, May we hear the words of your Son 
That echo down the ages: I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

God whose love is generous, You gift to us your Holy Spirit, 
The very giver of Life. renew our lives and the life of the 

community in which we share. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

God whose love is steadfast, 
You know us as we are for you have made us. In your 

compassion, be with all who struggle and grieve at this time. 
Remember them and hold them safe in your keeping. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

God whose love is from everlasting to everlasting, give strength 
to the weary and power to the weak, that we might renew our 

strength and soar on wings like eagles. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

God whose love inspires, may we love you with all that we are 
and love our neighbour in response to your love. Through our 

service of others, may your love be revealed. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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