
 

 

Ardoch and Blackford Parish Churches  

Sunday 17th May 2020 
 

You may remember the global prayer movement,  Thy Kingdom 
Come, that we joined last year; this year like everything else we have 
to do it differently and so today’s service is based around Thy 
Kingdom Come which invites Christians around the world to pray 
from Ascension Day (Thursday 21st May) to Pentecost (Sunday 31st 
May). It is about bringing more people to come to know the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

Our opening hymn was written for the 2018 Thy Kingdom Come 
programme. On the webpage we share a clip of the hymn being sung 
in St Paul’s Cathedral which you’ll have to imagine here. 

 
Made in perfect love 
Innocent we walked as friends of God 
Still we turned away 
Traded freedom for a life enslaved 
 
Helpless we were lost 
Heaven sent the rescue plan of God 
Through the love of Christ 
We are found and born into new life 
 

We are watching, we are waiting 
We are hoping, we are praying 
We're believing, let your kingdom come 



 

 

 
Father in heaven, your name is holy 
Yours is the kingdom, the pow'r and the glory 
God of salvation, unfold your story 
Yours is the kingdom, the pow'r and the glory 
Amen 

 
King of endless love 
Here on earth just as in heaven above 
Let your will be done 
Wake our hearts and let your kingdom come 

 
Words and Music Harvey Jessop,& Pete James  © 2017 Swell Music Publishing. 

 
Let us pray: 

Mairi will be speaking from the Lord’s Prayer later and it is part of our 
reading, so we will pray the Lord’s Prayer together after Mairi’s 
reflection. As we pray now we use the words offered by the 13 
Scottish churches and organisations who have been calling us to 
pray at 7pm each Sunday evening. (You will have seen reference to 
this in the notices at the end of service sheets recently.) We use a 
prayer here that is offered to the church for this week.  

Living God, you are our Creator and our Maker 
And the very breath of life is given as your gift. 

We thank you for the gift of life 
And we embrace and treasure that gift. 

Living God, you are the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Whose presence in the world reveals your love for us. 

In the giving of your Son, 
You reveal the depths of your love. 

Living God, your Son embraced the Cross 
And the depths of human suffering. 

We thank you that you delivered him 
On the day of Resurrection. 

Living God, as you spoke to the bereft and the orphaned in days past, 
Speak to the bereft and the orphaned in days present. 

Speak to the uncertain and the anxious. 
Speak into the depths of our incomprehension and fear. 



 

 

Living God, your promise 
Is that we will not be left alone to face the world. 
We thank you that through the gift of your Spirit 

That promise is fulfilled. 

Living God, be with all who sustain our common life at this time, 
Carers and nurses, cleaners and porters, 

Doctors and ambulance staff, delivery drivers and posties. 
Through their giving our common life is sustained. 

Living God, as you have watched over us in the past, 
Watch over us in the present. 

As once more we thank you, that through Christ 
And by your Holy Spirit, we are not alone. Amen. 

 
 
The reading this morning is from Matthew Chapter 6 verses 5-15. 

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen 
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But 
when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling 
like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many 
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him. This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 

David Macdonald, who read on the website service chose this hymn. 
Having heard it first at the Blackford Church Music Festival last year., 
it has become a great favourite in the Macdonald household. 



 

 

Lord, you have come to the seashore, 
neither searching for the rich nor the wise, 

desiring only that I should follow. 

(Chorus) 
O, Lord, with your eyes set upon me, 

gently smiling, you have spoken my name; 
all I longed for I have 
found by the water, 

at your side, I will seek other shores. 
 

Lord, see my goods, my possessions; 
in my boat you find no power, no wealth. 

Will you accept, then, my nets and labour?  

 
Lord, take my hands and direct them. 

Help me spend myself in seeking the lost, 
returning love for the love you gave me. 

 
Lord, as I drift on the waters, 

be the resting place of my restless heart, 
my life’s companion, my friend and refuge. 

 

Words & Music  (In Spanish) © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin,  

 

From Mairi 

Thy Kingdom Come began in May 2016 and since then God has 
grown it from a dream of possibility into a movement. In 2019 there 
were Christians from 172 countries taking part in praying ‘Come 
Holy Spirit’, so that all our friends and family might come to faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

So why pray?  What is so important about prayer? 

Throughout the Bible we see Jesus praying, spending time alone 
with God; the disciples observed this on a daily basis and we should 
learn from this as well. 

The Lord’s Prayer was used as a model for Jesus’ disciples. It was 
to teach them how to relate to God. It showed them how they should 
pray and what they should pray for. It is notable for its brevity; its 



 

 

clear and concise, simple and comprehensive. 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 
taught his disciples.” 

He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
“‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 
Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
And lead us not into temptation.” 

And in Luke’s Gospel Jesus goes on to say to them, “Suppose you 
have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come to 
me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And suppose the one inside 
answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my 
children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because 
of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely 
get up and give you as much as you need. 

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who 
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened. 

 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If 
you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 

He wanted to teach them and us how we must be persistent in 
taking our prayers to God time and time again. 

Praying together crosses every diversity and difference we have as 
individuals. 

Individuals and churches are encouraged to pray in their own 
individual ways during this 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, during 
which it is hoped that everyone who takes part will: 
• Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ 
• Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus 
• Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be 

effective in our witness 



 

 

After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered together, 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, we must also 
pray because our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – we 
are nothing without him. 

Through the centuries many Christians in many places have gathered 
to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
develops this tradition. Over the past three and a half years more and 
more worshipping communities have dedicated the days between 
Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’. 

So what is it that we are praying for at this time? 

We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our 
communities and networks, to reach out to people and places we 
never thought possible. It is truly amazing how many varied ways 
there have been in which people from every tradition have taken up 
this challenge. The effects have been remarkable. 

It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good News of 
Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it for themselves, and 
respond and follow Him and to this end each and every Christian 
across the country is asked to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the 
lives of 5 friends who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s 
call. 

So if you have never joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ you are invited  
to take part this year – along with churches from over 65 different 
denominations in 178 countries around the world ,allowing the Spirit 
to work in your lives and others praying “Let Thy kingdom come” 

Amen 

 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen  

 



 

 

Our closing hymn was written for this year’s Thy Kingdom Come 
programme using a tune for “Tell Out my Soul.” 

 
Thy Kingdom Come – Lord teach us how to pray 

For all to know your joy, your peace and love 
And know your friendship each and every day 
The breath of Christ, the Father’s gentle dove 

 
Thy Kingdom Come – Christ’s prayer to make us one 

That all may know the Father sent the Son 
To celebrate the victory He has won 

In love and grace we pray: ‘thy will be done’ 
 

Thy Kingdom Come – we pray for those we know 
To turn and follow you for all their days 

and in your love find peace and service grow 
Our one desire and hope your highest praise 

 
Thy Kingdom Come – transform our human ways 

Our lives laid down in mercy, truth and care 
Nations renewed, in giving thanks and praise 

To see God’s Kingdom come: this is our prayer 
 

Thy Kingdom Come – we praise your Holy name 
Your sacrifice and rising sets us free 

That by our words and lives we may proclaim 
By Jesus’ risen life, God’s victory! 

 

CCLI Song No 7150052 Words: Neil Hamilton Thompson, Chris Russell, Emma 
Buchan, Harvey Jessop Music: Woodlands (Walter Greatorex) ©2020 Neil 

Hamilton Thompson, Chris Russell, Emma Buchan, Harvey Jessop 

 

Now go in love and peace and let Thy Kingdom Come.  

In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

. 
 



 

 

 

Now, some notices! 

 

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journals have been delivered to 
anyone who receives a paper copy of our service outline. The Journal 
offers a Bible passage, reflection, prayer and space to record what 
we learn in reading and praying. Surely we all have a bit more time to 
do this in 2020. 

If you have not received a Prayer Journal they can be found in the 
Ardoch church yard by the blue church signpost, in the Blackford 
Cares box by the Bell of Hope and on Gordon & Jane’s doorstep. 

 

Ardoch Kirk Session Ardoch meets this Wednesday (20th) on Zoom. 

Blackford Hot Chocolate Youth Group meets this evening at 7:30pm. 
 

Our Service will have this format again next Sunday (24th) and on 
Sunday 31st we will be Live on Zoom  (https://zoom.us/j/92405856362) 
meaning that the printed Order of Service will not contain Mairi’s 
reflection. 
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