
 

 

Our opening hymn, was written in 1872 by an American Quaker 
poet John Greenleaf Whittier. The hymn is usually sung to the 
tune "Repton" by Hubert Parry and the last stanza is repeated. 

 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways; 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence, praise, in deeper reverence, praise. 

In simple trust like theirs who heard beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word 

rise up and follow thee, rise up and follow thee. 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity, 

interpreted by love! interpreted by love! 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress,  

and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace, the beauty of thy peace. 

Breathe through the heats of our desire, thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;  

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm! O still, small voice of calm! 
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It’s Father’s Day today so Mairi is picking up 
that theme in the hymns, readings and 

reflection with us this week.  

The image draws from the prodigal son story:  

But while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round 

him and kissed him. 



 

 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen  

 
 
The readings this morning are all picking up the theme of God 
as our Father. They come from MATTHEW 6:6, JOHN 10:28-30 
and JOHN 20: 17 and are each one paragraph long. 

 

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to 
your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.  

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I 
and the Father are one.’  

Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’  

 

Like all our readers recently, Jane was asked to choose and 
introduce a hymn; Jane couldn't decide so there are two on the 
website for folk to choose from. Both are offered here. The first 
is a very traditional hymn of praise. With the moving chorus of 
“O praise him, alleluia!” 

 

All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voice and with us sing  

alleluia, alleluia!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
thou silver moon with softer gleam,  

O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  



 

 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,  
ye clouds that sail in heav'n along,  

O praise him, alleluia!  
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,  
ye lights of evening, find a voice,  

O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, three in one,  
O praise him, O praise him,  

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Words: St. Francis of Assisi, William Henry Draper; Public Domain 

 

Jane’s other choice is a modern worship song based on God’s 
revelation of himself as I AM. 

I want to be close, close to your side 
So heaven is real and death is, a lie 

I want to hear voices of angels above 
Singing as one 

Hallelujah, holy, holy 
God almighty, the Great I AM 

Who is worthy, none beside thee 
God almighty, the Great I AM 

I want to be near, near to your heart 
Loving the world and hating the dark 
I want to see dry bones living again 

Singing as one 

Hallelujah, holy, holy 
God almighty, the Great I AM 

Who is worthy, none beside thee 
God almighty, the Great I AM 

The Great I AM 
The mountains shake before him the demons run and flee 

At the mention of the name king of majesty 



 

 

There is no power in hell 
Or any who can stand 

Before the power and the presence of the great I am 

The great I am, the Great I AM yeah 
Hallelujah, holy, holy 

God almighty, the Great I AM 
Who is worthy, none beside thee 

God almighty, the Great I AM 

Hallelujah, holy, holy 
God almighty, the Great I AM 

Who is worthy, none beside thee 
God almighty, the Great I AM 

The Great I AM, The Great I AM, The Great I AM 
 

Words and Music: Jared Anderson; © 2011 Integrity Worship Music 

 

We approach God to pray for others and to dedicate ourselves 
and our offerings 

Father, as we want for very little materially in our western world, 
yet others are in great need worldwide. 

Though the sparrow may not fall without your knowledge, 
many of our brothers and sisters fall unnoticed 
through all too many ordinary, everyday needs. 

We take our daily needs for granted, yet lack of food or lack of water 
brings too many to their untimely end. 

We take our homes for granted, yet lack of home or lack of security 
brings death by the thousand. 

  

Oh Father, how long must it be so that good people, 
children, parents, grandparents,  

must tolerate and endure such an unfair world. 
How long will it go on that billions go without the basics,  

whilst billionaires increase their wealth year on year? 
Hear our cries, Father, for justice.  

Hear our cries, Father, for fairness. 
Hear our cries, Father, for the forgotten people of our modern world, 

your children, members of our human family. 

 



 

 

And amongst us too, God, there is pain and plight. 
We think of our community where food banks are in use, 
or where homes are threatened by financial constraint. 

We think of the strain upon our health services, 
or those who feel isolated and alone. 

We think of those who have lost loved ones to death, 
and feel lost in their grief now themselves. 

For your Church, world and people we pray.  
In your mercy, Father, hear our prayer. 

 
Father, you have provided us with much more than our keep. 

Blessing after blessing is ours 
whether we think of house or health, welcome or wealth. 
Take then the tokens of our love that we offer back to you 

from the riches you have gifted us. 
Take these offerings and use them. 

Take us as your children and use us. 
In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

From Mairi 

God has many names—such as Creator, King, Shepherd, Jehovah, 
Yahweh—and they reveal various facets of His character. But I was 
wondering what do you call God? How do you address Him and do 
you use different names at different times depending on the 
situation you find yourself in. But there’s a name for Him that meets 
one of our human needs in an intimate way and there is no better 
time to explore this than today …father’s day. The name is…. 
Father. Every person is born with a deep desire to be loved 
unconditionally, but when this yearning isn’t fully met, many hurts 
and scars can result. What security and wholeness there is in 
knowing that we can call God “my Father” and receive that 
unconditional love! Scripture tells us He is “a father of the 
fatherless” (Psalm 68:5) and that He will never leave us, even if our 
earthly parents abandon us (Psalm 27:10). 

Let’s look at what Jesus called God. Jesus sometimes addressed 
God as Abba, which is Aramaic for “father” (Mark 14:36). We do 
find God spoken of as a father to Israel (Jer. 31:9), but the word 
was used sparingly in the Old Testament. Even God’s personal 
name, Yahweh, was considered too holy to be pronounced out 
loud, so few people thought of having a personal connection to 
Almighty God. 



 

 

From the very beginning, God has shown Himself to be a loving 
parent, but it is only through Christ that we’ve inherited the privilege 
to call Him “our Father” (Gal. 4:4-7). The New Testament gives 
witness to Christ’s revelation of the wonderful relationship we can 
have with our heavenly Father: The name appears 245 times—over 
100 times in John’s gospel alone. Paul opens each of his letters 
acknowledging God as our Father. The fact that man could know God 
as the perfect parent was a radical new idea in Jesus’ time, and it 
continues to be a life-impacting truth today. This is something which 
has changed my life and it can change your life as well because it is 
a glorious day indeed when you can stand and proclaim,  

MY LORD,MY GOD and MY FATHER 

Amen. 

. 

 

Our final hymn was from the Royal Albert Hall with orchestra 
and chorus backing the author singing “The Father’s Song.” 

 

I have heard so many songs, 
Listened to a thousand tongues, 

But there is one that sounds above them all. 

The Father's song, the Father's love, 
You sung it over me and for eternity 

It's written on my heart. 

Heaven's perfect melody, The Creator's symphony, 
You are singing over me The Father's song. 

Heaven's perfect mystery, The King of love has sent for me, 
And now You're singing over me 

The Father's song. 

Words and Music: Matt Redman; © 2000 Thankyou Music   

 

Now, go in peace, in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 



 

 

Christians across Scotland will once again join together in 
prayer at 7pm tonight in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
As we journey together in the gradual exit from lockdown, we do so in 
the sure knowledge that we share in the life of the Risen Christ. We 
pray: 

 
Faithful God, we thank you that you are present with us now 

As we share in the life of the Risen Christ continue to be present with 
us we ask. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God who inspires faith, we thank you that you have been with us 
In times of anxiety and uncertainty keep watch over our memories of 

the past. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Faithful God, we thank you That you will be with us in the days that 

are to come. Journey with us in the days that lie before us. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
God who inspires faith, we thank you for the life of your Son who for 

our sakes embraced human form. May his life shape our lives in 
these present times. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Faithful God, we thank you for the reassurance that you are merciful 
and gracious and that your love abounds. 

In your compassion, remember us and those whom we love. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
God who inspires faith, we thank you for the knowledge that you will 

be with us in all that we now face.  
Go before us and provide for us we ask. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Now, some notices! 

Ardoch Kirk Session meets this Wednesday evening on Zoom. 
 
Blackford’s Hot Chocolate Youth Club meets tonight at 7:30 on 
Zoom. 
 
Blackford's Holiday Club is now in our heads for the first full week of 
August subject to lifting government restrictions of travel, group sizes, 
outdoor eating establishments etc. Watch this space or get in touch 
with Gordon for more details of how we might us ideas from Scripture 
Union and SU Scotland alongside our own dreams and ideas for the 
week.  
 
The Bible Study is on Tuesday at 8pm on Zoom. Over these three 
Tuesdays of June we'll use Tim Keller's series called Trusting God in 
difficult times to look at the three chapters of Habakkuk. 
 
From Monday, the easing of government restrictions means that it is 
possible for church buildings to open for private prayer and reflection. 
Neither Blackford nor Ardoch Kirk Sessions have decided to re-
open the buildings right away but do continue to commend private 
prayer and reflection elsewhere. Look out for the Try Praying 
resources that have been available in both churches previously.  
 
It is now possible to make online donations using credit or debit cards 
to Blackford or Ardoch Church through the Church of Scotland 
website here. Weekly offerings (ideally in an envelope and 
particularly in the Freewill envelopes if you use that pattern of giving) 
can be put through the door of Blackford Church or the Ardoch 
Treasurer.  
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