
 

 

It's the light that pierces through you to the darkest, hidden place. 
It knows your deepest secrets but it never looks away. 

It's the gentle hand that pulls you from the judgment of the crowd. 
When you stand before them guilty and you've got no way out. 

Some may call it foolish and impossible  
but for every heart it rescues it's a miracle. 

It's nothing less than scandalous  
this love that took our place. 

Just call it what it is; call it grace 

It's the breath that's breathing new life into what we thought was dead 
It's the favour that takes orphans placing crowns upon their heads. 

It's the hope for our tomorrows; the rock on which we stand. 
It's a strong and mighty fortress even hell can't stand against 

Amazing, unshaking This is grace, this is grace 
Unchanging, unfailing, This is grace, this is grace 

Words & Music: Chad Mattson, Jonathan Lowry, Michael Farren, Seth Mosley  
© 2013 Centricity Music Publishing, CentricSongs  & Integrity's Alleluia! Music  
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Welcome to worship 

Last we spoke about 
“welcome” and I hope you 

have been able to work 
through that and consider how 

we grow as a welcoming 
church when we return to the 

building. 

Today’s service is about God’s 
grace. Our first hymn is called 

“Call it Grace.”  



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

“Come to me, come to me, come to me,” 
is the chorus of your invitation, God. 

Yet we arrive carrying so much baggage: 
things done and left undone. 

We arrive with the very things we sought to leave behind: 
plans half-baked and hopes over-cooked. 
And still, you are there: arms outstretched, 

welcome table prepared, 
grace already weaving its slow path  

through the warp and weft of our lives. 
Easy is your yoke, light is your burden, 

steadfast is your kindness, set us free to rest in you. 
Amen. 

 
We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen  

 
This summer there are no residential Christian camps or 
holidays led by Scripture Union Scotland or others. But many 
events will move over to the internet and meet as we do either 
using videos posted on websites and in Zoom groups.  
The first SU Holiday that was due in Glenshee last week met 
online from their homes. On our website service we showed the 
video clip of the Team Leader’s children leading the actions for 
this song. 
 
God’s love is deeper than the deepest ocean 
God’s love is wider than the widest sea 
God’s love is higher than the highest mountain 
Deeper, wider, higher is God’s love for me 



 

 

God’s grace is deeper than the deepest ocean 
God’s grace is wider than the widest sea 
God’s grace is higher than the highest mountain 
Deeper, wider, higher is God’s grace for me 
 
God’s joy is deeper than the deepest ocean 
God’s joy is wider than the widest sea 
God’s joy is higher than the highest mountain 
Deeper, wider, higher is God’s joy for me 
 
God’s peace is deeper than the deepest ocean 
God’s peace is wider than the widest sea 
God’s peace is higher than the highest mountain 
Deeper, wider, higher is God’s peace for me 
 
God’s love is deeper than the deepest ocean 
God’s grace is wider than the widest sea 
God’s joy is higher than the highest mountain 
Deeper, wider, higher is God’s peace for me 
 
Words & Music Iain Craig, © 1993 Song Solutions Daybreak  

 
The reading this morning is from Matthew chapter 11 verses 16-
19 and 25-30. It will be read online by Moira Hanslip. 

‘To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting 
in the market-places and calling out to others: 

‘“We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, 
and you did not mourn.” 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a 
demon.” The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
“Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.” But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.’ 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is 
what you were pleased to do. 

‘All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 



 

 

Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

‘Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  

For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.’ 

 

Moira then introduced the hymn she chose which is Fairest Lord 
Jesus. She chose it as the beautiful words describe the wonderful 
world that we live in (especially in our villages) and yet Jesus shines 
brighter! 

This version sung online for us is by the children of Truro Cathedral 
on a Songs of Praise programme. 

Fairest Lord Jesus,  ruler of all nature,  
O thou of God and man the Son,  

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honour,  
thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,  
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer  
who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host:  

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast. 

Beautiful Saviour! Lord of all the nations!  
Son of God and Son of Man!  

Glory and honour, praise, adoration,  
now and forevermore be thine. 

Words & Music: Joseph August Seiss (Public Domain) 

 



 

 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves 

We pray for the things that divide us, and keep us from seeing your 
image in the other, in the enemy, in ourselves. 

We pray for the things we think unite us  
but actually push others away. 

Move us beyond our teams, our tribes, our parties,  
our definitions, and our denominations. 

Prepare us for lives of yoke sharing, burden lifting, grace 
proclaiming, and peace breathing: 

for you are gentle and humble of heart. Amen. 

We continue to give financially and in active service so we 
dedicate ourselves and our offerings to God. 

May all we offer this day of ourselves and our finances be an 
outpouring of love for you and your world.  

May our offerings bring love to the unloved, compassion to the 
needy and provision for those who go without. Amen. 

 

From Mairi 

Grace is when God gives us the things that we do not deserve. 

Grace turns everything upsides down “So the last will be first, and 
the first will be last.” But that’s not how society works. The world 
says the last are last and the first are first because they deserve it . 

The more you earn, the better standard of living you can have; you 
can buy your way through life. That’s fair, isn’t it? Well at least that’s 
how the world looks at life. 

Grace looks beyond our productivity, our appearance, our dress, 
our race or ethnicity, our accomplishments, our failures. Grace 
recognizes there is more to you and who you are, than what you 
have done or left undone. 

Grace reveals the goodness of God. Our society reveals human 
effort. Grace seeks unity and inclusion. Our society makes 
distinctions and separates 

Grace reminds us that we are not nearly as self-sufficient, 
deserving, or independent as society would like us to believe. 



 

 

Neither is our worth determined by our productivity or usefulness to 
another. Grace will never justify or excuse discrimination, unfairness, 
or oppression.  

To the contrary it holds before us the truth that each person is more 
than their behaviour, their looks, their accomplishments, or their 
failures. It is time to stop comparing yourself and your life to others 
and then you will be able to create room for God’s grace to emerge in 
your life.  

Refuse to compete in such a way that someone must lose for you to 
win. Trust that in God’s world there is enough for everyone. 

Let go of expectations based on what you think you or others 
deserve. 

It is time to give God the freedom to give whatever is right, knowing 
that God’s ways are not your ways. Make no judgments of yourself or 
others. That is the way of grace, the way of God. 

Imagine if we all let go of these things; comparison, competition, 
expectation, greed, envy and judgment. Your life would be God-filled 
and you would make space for the life of another to be God-filled. 

It is by grace that God gives even when we do not deserve it because 
only He knows our heart. Amen 

Our final hymn (I don’t deserve grace) 

Grace, Grace, Grace, Grace. 

Unmerited favour -  that's what the cross means to me. 
Love so pure and tender reaching out to set me free. 

I don't deserve Grace I am not perfect  
Often times l fall short of his glory  

But Agape love always picks me up  
Lifts me high to heavenly places  

Thank God for Grace  

Thou l am so unworthy, He gave up his life for me  
The blood from his veins flows to me  

Daily to cleanse me clean  

Words & Music: Ruth Tsopotsa © Borrn2Worship Music 

Now go with grace in your hearts in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 



 

 

Scottish churches join together in prayer 

This evening Christians across 
Scotland will once again join 
together in prayer at 7pm in 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
We use words inspired by our 
Bible passage today and we pray: 

 
Lord, we come to you  

as we are for we can come no other way. 
We come acknowledging the burdens we carry and trusting in your 

promise of rest.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  
in the sure knowledge that we are not alone. 

We come in the company of all who know  
the challenge of these days.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  
acknowledging that you have already come to us. 

We journey to the place where you are to be found and rediscover 
that you have always been with us.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  
as the One who knows our past and sees our present. 

Set us free from that which binds us to our past and liberate us to 
serve you in the present.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we come to you  
through the One who is the same, yesterday, today and forever. 

May he hold our lives safe as we  
embrace the future and the promise of his rest.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



 

 

Both the Blackford Hot Chocolate and the Bible Study have now 
stopped for the summer.  

 

Additional resources for private prayer are available from one of 
the boxes at Blackford’s Bell of Hope. 

 

This quarter’s issue of The Link is now out and about. Elders 
and others in both congregations will be delivering, posting or 
emailing copies this week.  

 

Kirsty Duncan has sung for us on a number of occasions. She does a 
‘live’ concert every Sunday afternoon at 3pm and she posts individual 
song recordings weekdays. They are all available on her Facebook 
page which is facebook.com/kirstyduncansinger  

 

The NHS marks its 72nd Birthday today and there will be a national 
“Clap for Carers” at 5pm this afternoon. The Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland pays tribute to the NHS 
on the Church of Scotland website. 

 

If you are looking for a place for a larger family gathering as a 
quickly rearranged residential break, then the outdoor centres 
run by SU Scotland, Glencoe Outdoor Centre or the Abernethy 
Trust are all offering accommodation with their summer 
programmes wiped out by COVID-19. 
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