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Ardoch and Blackford Parish Churches  

Sunday 3rd May 2020 

Communion Sunday 

Welcome to our worship today, whether you are reading this in the 
quietness of your own home or online at the zoom service. 
 
Today, we’re looking at a statement Jesus made when he said, “I am 
the Gate,” and then we’ll share communion as part of our online 
service too. Come prepared if you are joining us online. 
 
Our opening hymn 
 
For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 
for everyone born, a star overhead, 
 
                and God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice and joy,  
                yes, God will delight when we are creators 
                of justice, justice and joy! 
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For woman and man, a place at the table, 
revising the roles, deciding the share, 
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 
for woman and man, a system that's fair, 
 
For young and for old, a place at the table, 
a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
for young and for old, the right to belong, 
 
For just and unjust, a place at the table, 
abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 
in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, 
for just and unjust, a new way to live, 
 
For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free. 
 
Words, Music and Copyright 1998 Shirley Erena  Murray 

 
 

FROM SPILL THE BEANS 
A Reflection 

Jesus is the Gate, and we are his sheep, 
we can come and go through the Gate, 
we can be safe in the pen of the Church, 
we can find abundance in the pasture of the world. 
This is all very well for us. 

Jesus is the Gate...do we really think of that? 

In the world outside are the excluded and marginalised communities; 
whoever they are and wherever they come from, they all ask to be 
recognised and accepted as well as finding friendship and love. 

Yet they stand by the Gate thinking, “I can’t go in.” We tend to direct 
them to the side door— the side door of our own making, however, 
there is one problem with Jesus being the Gate: there is no side door! 
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LET US PRAY  

As you sit at the gate, Lord, what are you thinking? 

Are you wondering...when those lost sheep might come over the hill 
and find their way back to you? 

As you sit at the gate, Lord, does your patience get tested? 

Are you wondering… when we are going to make an appearance, 
tails between our legs? 

As you sit by the gate, Lord, do you search in vain on the horizon? 

Are you wondering… who might be the next sheep to be tempted 
away? 

As you sit by the gate, Lord, we are so grateful for the welcome we 
will receive as we saunter our way back to you. 

Knowing that you, our Shepherd, wait for us. Amen. 

 

Our first reading this week is from John 10:1-10  
 

‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and 
a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen 
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 
they do not recognise a stranger’s voice.’ Jesus used this figure of 
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling 
them. 
 
Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but 
the sheep have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
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Our second reading is Matthew 26:26-30 (The Lord's Supper) 

While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer 
of thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples. “Take and eat it,” he 
said; “this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, gave thanks to God, and gave it to them. “Drink 
it, all of you,” he said; “this is my blood, which seals God's covenant, 
my blood poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I 
will never again drink this wine until the day I drink the new wine 
with you in my Father's Kingdom.” 

Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

 

Lyndsey Thomas chose and introduces the next hymn 
 
One more step along the world I go, 
One more step along the world I go; 
From the old things to the new 
Keep me traveling along with you 

 
And it's from the old I travel to the new; 
Keep me traveling along with you. 

 
Round the corners of the world I turn, 
More and more about the world I learn; 
And the new things that I see 
You'll be looking at along with me 

 
As I travel through the bad and good, 
Keep me traveling the way I should; 
Where I see no way to go 
You'll be telling me the way, I know: 

 
Give me courage when the world is rough, 
Keep me loving though the world is tough; 
Leap and sing in all I do, 
Keep me traveling along with you 
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You are older than the world can be, 
You are younger than the life in me; 
Ever old and ever new, 
Keep me traveling along with you 
 

Words and Music: Sydney Bertram Carter © 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd   
 
Mairi leads us in a live reflection here. 
 
As we prepare for Communion we sing our Communion Hymn. 
 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 
Words and Music: Stuart Townend, © 1995 Thankyou Music  
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Our Closing hymn after communion 
All my days I will sing the song of gladness 
Give my praise to the fountain of delights 
For in my helplessness, You hear my cry 
And waves of mercy poured down on my life 
 
I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer 
I will sing of the Lamb that never fails 
Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed 
Of death defeated and life without end. 
 

Beautiful Saviour, wonderful Counsellor 
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history 
You're the Way, the Truth, the Life 
Star of the morning, glorious in holiness 
You're the risen One, Heaven's champion 
And You reign, You reign over all 

 
I long to be where the praise is never ending 
Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades 
With countless worshipers will share one song 
And cries of “worthy” will honour the Lamb!  
 
Words and Music: Stuart Townend, © 1998 Thankyou Music  
 

 

 

Now, some notices! 

If you do have internet access, visit the Blackford Parish Church 
website on other weeks for films of Mairi and others leading our 
services and links to recordings of the hymns. This is at 
blackfordparishchurch.org/worshipwithoutmeeting. 
 

87 different people have connected with the Blackford Parish Church 
website over the past week with almost 60 of them doing so last 
Sunday. 

 

We are planning to do another live “Zoom” service on Sunday 31st 
May—Pentecost Sunday. 

http://www.blackfordparishchurch.org/worshipwithoutmeeting
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If you’re looking for a positive change from your digital radio look for 
Premier Praise, Premier Christian Radio and United Christian 
Broadcaster’s two stations UCB 1 and UCB 2. They are also 
available online at premierchristianradio.com or ucb.co.uk 

Copies of The Link which is our quarterly newsletter across both parishes 
are now in circulation by both email and paper copies.  

The Bible Study meets on Zoom at 8pm on Tuesday evening - 
provide your own tea or coffee. We'll be in Matthew 15:21-28 where 
Jesus heals a Canaanite woman. Do you think it was only the blind, 
lame and dead who Jesus was interested in and 
you're feeling harassed and helpless?  Well, Jesus has something for 
us in that condition too; check it out here. Join us on this link: https://
zoom.us/j/99569326307 

 

The Hot Chocolate Youth Groups from both of our churches have 
met online during the lockdown period. They've been playing games, 
talking, watching videos, praying together and of course drinking Hot 
Chocolate. We don't make their Zoom link available publicly, but if an 
adult contacts us they can pass the link to their secondary aged 
family members. Blackford meet again on Sunday evening 3rd of 
May.  

 
 
Friday marks the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. The marking 
of that day will be very different from what was planned over 
the previous months but listen out for the Blackford Bell 
tower broadcasting Churchill’s speech at 3pm as part of the 
radio broadcast. 
 

 
 

Blackford Parish Church, CCLI Licence Number: 880762  
Ardoch Parish Church Scottish Charity Number SC000139 

Blackford Parish Church Scottish Charity Number SC005594  
 

blackfordparishchurch.org  
ardochparishchurch.org  

facebook.com/BlackfordParishChurch 

https://www.premierchristianradio.com/
https://www.ucb.co.uk/listen
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+15%3A21-28+&version=NIVUK
https://www.blackfordparishchurch.org/
https://ardochparishchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackfordParishChurch/
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